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The CEOs are getting what they
want, and guess what? The Members of
Congress are getting what they want.
These numbers that you see up here
are not minimum wage or even salaried
workers in the United States of Amer-
ica. The minimum wage worker has not
received an increase since 1997. Look at
it. Zeros across the board for the Amer-
ican people. But look at Members of
Congress. Now, here is the difference
between the minority, those of us that
are the Democrats and the majority,
those that are in the majority, that has
the power and the influence and the
committee chairpersons that are able
to move legislation, and the speaker-
ship and the majority leader, and the
Senate, and the White House.

What has happened? They all got
raises. And the difference between us
and them is that we said we will not
participate in another pay raise for
Members of Congress until the Amer-
ican people receive a pay raise. And
that is a fact. And that is a promise.
And the other promise that we have
made on this side of the aisle is in the
majority, within the first 100 hours
that the American people will receive
an increase in the minimum wage. And
that is a fact. That is not fiction. That
is fact. That is on the RECORD. That is
in legislation that was filed in the
109th Congress that cannot see the
light of day because the majority does
not want it to happen.

Now, here is the other issue as it
comes down to accountability. There is
a big differences from that side of the
aisle and this side of the aisle. We have
said we are willing to move forth in a
bipartisan way and tackle the major
issues that are facing this country
today and tomorrow. The Republican
majority has already shown that they
do not have the will nor the desire to
follow through on anything that I am
talking about at the levels that we are
talking about.

We are talking about moving this
country in a new direction to make
sure that every American can partici-
pate, whether they are driving a pickup
truck or a flex vehicle here in the
United States, making sure that Demo-
crats, Republicans, independents, mem-
bers of the American people in general,
those who cannot even vote will have
the opportunity.

We have a proposal on reversing the
cost increases that the Republican ma-
jority has put on the backs of the
American worker and the American
family and in educating the next gen-
eration of leaders that are here to
make sure that they have enough
money to attend college, that makes
sure that there is no devolution of
taxes. And what do I mean?

In the 30-Something Working Group,
we do not believe in big slogans and
Washington inside talk. We believe in
making sure that the American people
understand. Devolution of taxes is say-
ing we cut their taxes here, and that
we do not put it on the backs of the
States, because by their constitution,
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by State constitutions, they have to
balance.

Here in Washington, they just put it
on the credit card or they ask a foreign
country to pay for the mismanagement
of this Republican majority.

So there is a big choice here. The big
choice is that do we want to continue
to go in the wrong direction, from a fis-
cal standpoint and a respect standpoint
as it relates to our veterans and their
services, also as it relates to health
care, or do we want to go in a new di-
rection in making sure that we deal
with our fiscal issues?

Because on this side of the aisle, we
balance the budget. Not one Repub-
lican on this side can say that they had
anything to do with balancing the
budget.

We are almost going to run out of
time. But I am just going to say go to
www.housedemocrats.gov, or
www.house.gov/dems. The Members can
go on and see the report on making
sure that we keep Social Security as a
public program versus privatization. A
member actually came to the floor
after we finished last week and said
that no one in my party ever said any-
thing about privatization of social se-
curity.

I kind of wanted to ask the gen-
tleman to yield, Mr. Speaker, because 1
wanted to bring a statement out that
the President said less than 10 hours
earlier saying that if they get the ma-
jority and he is able to get the next
Congress, as he has it now, to rubber
stamp, you are going to pursue the pri-
vatization of Social Security once
again.

So we want to make sure the Amer-
ican people know about it.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, we have all of the charts and
particularly the quotes about Social
Security, and what the administration
has said about their desire to privatize
Social Security and the direction they
would take Social Security on our
website, our 30-Something website,
www.housedemocrats.gov/30something.

We also have our New Direction for
America pamphlet on that as well. We
encourage the Members and anyone
else who would like to learn a little bit
more about the direction we would
take the country to go on to that
website.

Mr. Speaker, we thank Leader PELOSI
for the opportunity to talk to the
Members tonight. Mr. MEEK, thank you
for joining me once again and for your
leadership in the 30 Something Work-
ing Group.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. WOLF (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today until noon on ac-
count of attending a funeral.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
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lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. PELOSI, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SKELTON, for 6 minutes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. EsHOO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HONDA, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PAYNE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. WATT, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. RUSH, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. JEFFERSON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, September
21.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. HULSHOF, for 5 minutes, today
and September 21.

Mr. TIAHRT, for 5 minutes, today.

———

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

Mr. KUCINICH and to include extra-
neous material, notwithstanding the
fact that it exceeds two pages of the
RECORD and is estimated by the Public
Printer to cost $2,599.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 5684. An act to implement the United
States-Oman Free Trade Agreement.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 55 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 21, 2006,
at 10 a.m.
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